SCHOOL SPORT WA TRIATHLON - SELECTION POLICY

JUNIOR, INTERMEDIATE AND SENIOR AGE GROUPS

SCHOOL SPORT AUSTRALIA NATIONAL SCHOOLS CHAMPIONSHIPS

BUSSELTON – WESTERN AUSTRALIA - 2012
A. ELIGIBILITY

1. 6 males and 6 females will be considered for selection in each age category. Age categories are as follows:

Juniors – 13 / 14 years (born 1999/1998)

Intermediates – 15 / 16 years (born 1997/1996)

Seniors – 17 / 18 / 19 years (born 1995/1994/1993)

2. Age criteria for racing at the National Championships is determined as the age on 31st December 2012.

3. Team members are required to be a full time student at a secondary school or institution (eg. TAFE) in 2012.

B. SELECTION CRITERIA

1. 1.The following events will be used as selection races :

(i) Date : Thursday 10th November, 2011
Event : State Schools Triathlon Championships

Venue : Champion Lakes

Distances : Juniors 300 / 11 / 2 * 

Intermediates – 600 / 16 / 4 

Seniors – 750 / 21 / 5

* School Sport WA recognises that this distance is shorter than that required to be raced at National level in this age group. However, in order to abide by the Triathlon Australia restricted junior race distances for 12 year olds, the race distance for 13 year olds must also be reduced to enable comparability of performance.

(ii) Date : Saturday 26th November, 2011
Event : Power Station Triathlon

Venue : North Coogee Beach

Distances : Juniors – 200/9/2



Intermediate – 300/14/2

      Race Director : Steve Doyle

(iii) Date : Sunday 11th December, 2011
Event : Mandurah Interclub Champs

Venue : Halls Head

Distances : Seniors 750/17/5
Race Director : Mandurah Tri Club

(iv) Date : Sunday 18th December, 2011
Event : Hillarys Sprint Titles

Venue : Hillarys Beach

Distances : Juniors 250/7/2



Intermediates 250/7/2



Seniors 750/20/5

Race Director : TriEvents

NB. * School Sport WA accepts no responsibility for these selection races not being of accurate distance due to the organisation by private race directors. Parents / Guardians are responsible for entering their child in these selection races. School Sport WA or the child’s school are not able to enter individuals.
2. The selection committee will select each age group team in the following order of priority :

(a) automatic selections

(b) points achieved at selection events

(c) wildcard to top national and state competitors if results are considered good enough and if unable to compete in selection races (written application)

(d) nil race results (written application)

3. Automatic selection to the team will be determined as follows :

Placing first or second in the State Schools Triathlon Championships at Champion Lakes – Thursday 10th November, 2011, providing these athletes continue to :

(i) Race regularly in the TWA Series and Junior Series races during the 2011/2012 season.
* Students living outside the metropolitan area and unable to attend TWA races, need to advise the team management in writing of their race schedule and provide a club race calendar.

(ii) Attend scheduled training sessions or team events.

4. Points for the events will be awarded for performances as follows :

(i) 1st   =  10 points

2nd   =  7 points

3rd   =  5 points

4th   =  3 points

5th   =  2 points

6th   =  1 point

7th   =  0 points

Points will be taken for those competing in the race who have applied for selection in the team.

(ii) Points will be cumulative to a maximum of two events.

(iii) Where an athlete has competed in more than 2 events, the best 2 results (based on points) will be used.

(iv) The points table will be used to select athletes after the automatic selections have been made.

(v) Athletes selected under the automatic criteria are able to race in other selection races, but will not be awarded points. The points will be rolled down to the next placed competitor.

(vi) Points will be awarded as per the results of the day.

NB. Triathletes finishing in the first TEN places will have their bikes rolled out at the conclusion of each selection race. Failure to meet the required rollout distance will result in nil points being gained from that race. Points will then be rolled down to the next placed competitor. 
Rollout distances : 
Juniors – 6m
Intermediates – 6.5m
Seniors – 7.93m

There are no wheel restrictions for any age category (eg. extended rims, disc wheels). Junior Triathletes are not permitted to use aerobars.
5. Where two or more athletes have achieved the same points, the athlete with the highest individual placings will be selected.

6. The selection committee has the authority at its absolute discretion to make no more than one wildcard selection within each age category. (ie. one girl and one boy in each category). This discretion is provided to ensure School Sport WA sends its best possible team to the National Championships. Applications (in writing) for a wildcard position, including reasons why an athlete did not contest the selection events, must be submitted by Monday 19th December 2011.
7. Where injury, illness, mechanical factors, misadventure* or other relevant factors prevent completion of a selected event, an athlete may make a written representation to the selection committee within 5 days of the completion of the race.

* A race penalty (eg. drafting) does not constitute misadventure.

8. Two male and two female reserves will be selected (numbers permitting), and will be named in the team if a position becomes available. 
9. Two team captains will be selected and announced at the final presentation evening. Captains may be, one from each gender, or two from the same gender, depending on team structure. The captains will be selected by the team managers / coaches in consultation with the Sports Coordinator according to the following criteria:
(i) 
seniority in the team

(ii) 
past experience

(iii)
commitment and attitude to training / information sessions

(iv) 
suitable behaviour

(v) 
leadership potential ( eg. ability to encourage and support all team members, taking on responsibility at team sessions)

(vi) 
comfortable with public speaking

(vii) 
demonstration of good organisational skills

C. APPLICATONS
All athletes who wish to be considered for a position in the team must notify the Selection Committee of their availability for selection on the appropriate application form (this includes athletes who satisfy automatic selection criteria). This nomination form must reach the School Sport Coordinator by Friday 18th November 2011. Application forms can be obtained from the School Sport WA website: www.schoolsportwa.com.au or from the School Sport Coordinator.

D. ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE TEAM

The School Sport WA Triathlon preliminary squad will be selected following the final selection race at Hillarys on Monday 19th December 2011. Team members will be notified of selection in the preliminary squad via the School Sport WA website [www.schoolsportwa.com.au ]by Tuesday 20th December 2011. The first team meeting (Parent Evening) will be held on TBA. (Venue to be announced). Subject to appropriate permissions and payments, places in the Final team will be confirmed within one week of the Parent night.
E. SELECTION COMMITTEE

The Selection Committee consists of the School Sport WA Coordinator and two delegated State team coaches or managers. If the School Sport WA coordinator is also a State team coach or manager, the selection committee will then consist of only one state team coach or manager and one delegated member of the School Sport WA Triathlon committee. All correspondence regarding selection issues should be made to the School Sport WA Coordinator.

