SCHOOL SPORT WA

Hockey Interstate Teams Selection Process

The Hockey Interstate teams shall consist of 16 players, including two goalkeepers. The other fourteen players will consist of a balanced selection of field position players. Any variation from this will require approval from SSWA.

In order to select the players for the team, the following will apply.

1. Players must complete the official nomination form and pay the required Trial Fee. ($30 for all age groups –to cover ground hire, balls, bibs etc). A copy of the nomination formed signed by the nominees Principal must be provided at the initial trial along with the nomination fee.
2. A copy of the Nomination Form and details about the Trial Fee will be available on the School Sport WA website. (www.schoolsportwa.com.au).

3. The Team Managers shall administer the selection process. 

4. The Team Coach shall be the chief selector.

5. The Hockey Committee shall appoint other Selectors as required. A minimum of three selectors shall be used for all trials. Ideally the same selectors shall be used for all trials. Where more than three selectors are used, three selectors shall be nominated as the main selectors.

6. No selector shall be involved in the selection of any player who is directly related to them.

7. A maximum of four trials to be held. Each trial can consist of a number of shortened games of between 20 and 30 minutes duration where possible. The number of players carried through from each trial to the next is at the discretion of the selectors.
· The Bevan George Shield (One Day Round Robin Tournament) will act as the Initial trial for the Secondary Boys.
8. All trials will be held on synthetic turf surfaces. [School Sport Australia policy]

9. Whilst trialling, players are to wear the allocated singlet with a unique number to avoid confusion.

10. Attendance at all trials is compulsory unless exceptional circumstances (School Assessments & Camps) apply and prior permission is sought wherever possible from the Tour Leader.

11. Goalkeepers shall be given a series of practical skill tests in addition to game play. Wherever possible a specialist Goalkeeper Selector shall be appointed.

12. Trials may incorporate skill drills for players as well as match play.

13. Every endeavour shall be given to trialling players in the positions they have submitted on the Nomination Form. At this elite level, players must be able to play in a variety of positions. Selectors reserve the right to trial players in equivalent positions eg a player nominating for Right Wing may be trialled at Left Wing or Centre forward. A left Half Back may be trialled a Right Half Back.

14. Selectors shall consider all aspects of the game including (but not limited to) physical ability, skill, tactics, attitude and behaviour.

15. Selectors shall reach decisions by consensus wherever possible. If consensus cannot be reached, a vote by the three main selectors shall be held.

16. When selecting one player before another, selectors shall make an “on balance” decision, based on all the attributes and abilities shown by the players. Such “on balance” decisions are consistent with selection processes used for other elite teams in the hockey community.

17. When selecting the final team of sixteen, selectors shall consider the balance of the squad in terms of positional play. The team shall include two goalkeepers.

18. Selectors should choose the team of sixteen players at the end of the final trial. In exceptional circumstances, selectors may delay the naming of the team for one week to evaluate players during training sessions. In such circumstances, a squad of no more than 24 should be named for the training sessions.

19. Selectors may name extra players to train on with the squad to cover possible injuries or withdrawals.

20. Selection will be based only on abilities and attributes shown during trials and training. Prior achievements and accomplishments outside of trials and squad training will not be considered.

21. Because trials are limited to synthetic turf surfaces, in the event of excessive nominations, players previously identified by Hockey WA elite talent pathways may be exempted from the first trial. This is for the purpose of managing numbers. Players who are exempted from early trials still have to show sufficient abilities in subsequent trials to justify selection.

22. Injured players may be given time to trial by being exempted from early trials or by being included in train on squads provided the timeline is sufficient to enable adequate preparation after selection.

23. Once a team or squad is selected, attendance at training is to be balanced with family and club commitments. Initial decisions to be made by consultation between player and coach. If consensus cannot be reached, parents and manager shall be consulted. If consensus cannot be reached, the SSWA Sport Convenor shall be consulted.

24. Players should be aware of the Hockey WA “Above Age State Team Selection” policy.

Players may be selected in only ONE under age state team at the Under 15, Under 16 (SSWA) and Under 18 levels in a calendar year.  Players are required to be considered for selection at their current age level unless there are exceptional circumstances for them to b considered for selection in an older age level. Any exceptional circumstances will be considered on an individual basis and any decision will be based on the players short and long term welfare.  Notwithstanding the policy state above, it is encouraged that a player should continue to trial for an older State Team even though they may not be considered for selection, as the trial process itself is deemed to be beneficial to a player’s development and education.

