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Northam Senior High School
2009 COUNTRY WEEK POLICY
Country Week will be held between 29 June – 3 July 2009. 

All aspects of Country Week will be coordinated by the Country Week Manager (Mr. John Watters), with the assistance of the Head of Learning Area: Health and Physical Education (HPE), Mr. John Foeken, HPE staff and other interested staff that may nominate to coach a team.  As a point of reference, all enquiries relating to nominations, team selection and uniforms should be directed to Mr. John Foeken.  The appointment of coaches and team nominations will be made by the School Executive in collaboration with the Head of Learning Area: Health and Physical Education. 

Students nominate themselves for teams to the coaches who will then coordinate trials and selections according to the following selection criteria.  Timing of nominations, trials and training will be determined by the Country Week Manager.

SELECTION CRITERIA
In order to be eligible students will:

1. be enrolled in a full time senior school or VET course;
2. if in Year 12, be eligible for successful graduation and 
3. have a strong commitment to the ethos of Northam Senior High School, both academic and sporting, i.e.

· students must have a record of good behaviour and incidents such as suspension and poor behaviour, particularly when participating in extra-curricular activities, will be taken into consideration when making team selections. As a general rule, any Year 11 or 12 student who has been suspended in Semester 1 may not be attending Country Week. 
· actively supported and participated in school sporting activities, such as Swimming Carnivals and House Carnivals;
· satisfactory attendance (generally 85% upwards) and are up to date with the set work during the year under the Good Standing Guidelines; and

· adherence to the school’s code of dress, including footwear.
· If in the event of two students of equal ability vying for the same team then the Year 12 student will be given priority. 
UPON SELECTION
The student will:

1. Confirm their attendance by making a deposit of $100.00 being part of the costs associated with attending Country Week.  The end date for this payment will be determined by the Country Week Manager.  This deposit is non-refundable unless in exceptional circumstances as decided by the Country Week Manager in consultation with the Principal;
2. attend Country Week training sessions as determined by the individual team coach; and
3. maintain a high level of attendance, performance and commitment to all enrolled courses.

DURING COUNTRY WEEK
Behaviour which may put at risk another student, staff member or the reputation of the team or the school, will result in the parent being asked to collect their son/daughter from the venue, and may see the removal of the privilege to represent Northam Senior High School at future Country Week events.

Additional sanctions may be applied at the discretion of the Principal of Northam Senior High School.

GENERAL
1. Nominations for teams will occur in week 7 of Term 1 and be open for 2 weeks.

2. All team lists will then be published for staff feedback.  Where the schools records show performance, attendance or significant behaviour issues, the student may be excluded from Country Week.
3. Exclusion from Country Week after publication of the initial list will be at the discretion of the Principal, Country Week Manager and the Head of Learning Area: Health and Physical Education.
4. Any additions to the squads will be approved by Senior Staff. No Year 10 student will be eligible for participation in Country Week. 
5. Insufficient, suitably credentialed student nominations for a squad will see the team withdrawn.

6. Students attending Country Week will be expected to have completed work set by teaching staff prior to Country Week.  There may be work required while at Country Week or required for handing in on the first day of Term 3.  No extensions will be granted.

In all matters detailed above, and in any others that may arise, where deviation from this policy is deemed appropriate, action will be taken at the discretion of the school Principal in consultation with the Country Week Manager.
Staff, parents or students with additional enquiries are asked to contact John Watters (Deputy Principal and Country Week Manager) at Northam Senior High School on 9621 0000. 







